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NARRATIVE:  An assault on a sport official is now recognized as a felony in 

many states.  It is one of the most serious negative events that can occur to an 

official and must be treated as such. 

 

An assault can take one of two forms.  It can be verbal which will generally 

take the form of threats of bodily harm to the official.  Or it can be physical where 

actual contact is made with the body of the official. 

 

Verbal assault is the lesser of the two forms and, while not to be taken 

lightly, is the easier with which to deal.  It is generally not necessary to terminate 

the event; however, it is absolutely necessary that any individual(s) involved in the 

verbal threat(s) be identified. The event should be paused, the individuals involved 

must be identified and ejected from the site of the event and a police report should 

be filed as soon as possible.  The web master, sport Vice-President and Executive 

Committee must be notified of the incident in writing so the appropriate action can 

be taken. 

 

A physical assault on an official is a situation that must be dealt with 

immediately and aggressively.  The event must be immediately terminated.  The 

assailant must be identified by name, position if appropriate and relationship to the 

event.  The police department with jurisdiction over the location of the event must 

be contacted immediately and requested to respond to the event location.  A formal 

police report must be filed with a request that criminal charges be brought against 

the assailant.  The schools and all attendees at the event must be screened to see if 

the event was being filmed and if the assault was captured on tape.  It is highly 

recommended that the official involved seek medical attention, preferably at a 

local emergency room, and have any and all injuries evaluated, treated and 

documented.  The web master, sport Vice-President and Executive Committee 

must be contacted so that the appropriate action can be brought to bear on the 

individual assailant and the school, if necessary. 

    

Even if the individual official chooses not to carry through with legal 

measures, the Executive Committee reserves the right to investigate and take 

action against the school with which the assailant was affiliated. 


